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Notable are the Cooperative Federal-State Program for Certification of
Interstate Milk Shippers, the 3-A Sanitary Standards Program for sanitary
design and operation of dairy equipment, the National Shellfish Sanitation
Program (see Chapter 8), and the current good manufacturing regulation
for low-acid canned foods. Also, the National Cooperative State/Federal
Programs for the Eradication of Brucellosis and Tuberculosis in Cattle
(see Chapter 4) were developed with broad participation of all concerned
with the need for control of these diseases of cattle.

It is emphasized that especially in the development of the milk and
shellfish programs, the 3-A Sanitary Standards and the low-acid GMPs,
industry's participation was extensive. Much of the technical competence
needed was provided by industry, and its voice was as influential as any
in regard to regulatory requirements that were established.

It seems abundantly clear that the magnitude of the impact of the im-
plementation by regulatory agencies of microbiological criteria for foods
that would apply nationally would demand widespread participation by
concerned groups in the development of the criteria. Such participation
would tend to assure that the best interests of all were served and that
general acceptance of the criteria would be forthcoming. It is logical that
concerned federal agencies assume leadership in fostering a multilateral
approach to development of microbiological criteria for foods. In fact, it
is evident from the survey by Wehr (1978) that a preponderance of re-
sponses (50 of 64) received from states stated a preference for federal
agencies to assume such leadership.

In view of the considerations given above, this subcommittee offers a
plan for a national program for identification of foods for which micro-
biological criteria are needed, for development of criteria for those foods,
and for appropriate implementation of such criteria in regulatory programs.

THE PLAN

The Bureau of Foods of the Food and Drug Administration, an
appropriate subsidiary body of the Department of Agriculture, the
National Marine Fisheries Service, and the U.S. Army Natick Re-
search and Development Center, being the primary federal agencies
having the responsibility of assuring that foods available to their
constituencies are safe and of acceptable quality, jointly should es-
tablish an ad hoc Commission on Microbiological Criteria for Foods.
The objective of the commission should be to develop microbio-
logical criteria for foods that will be responsive to need.
The Food and Drug Administration, having the broadest responsi-